ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

majority in the House of Commons. When-
ever the Cabinet puts forward any important
measure as its own and is beaten, it must re-
sign or call for a new election. In many cases
there are measures which the members of the
Cabinet believe it would be a good thing for
the state to adopt, but which they are afraid to
test formally in parliament. In consequence,
instead of accepting a bill on that subject as a
governmental measure, they sometimes have
this same bill introduced by a private member,
have men speak in its favor as private mem-
bers of the House of Commons, and thus
avoid their governmental responsibility. If
the measure secures a majority, well and good.
If it fails in this regard, they avoid the re-
sponsibility. When, however, any government
takes the responsibility and acts, it is carrying
out the will of the state for the time being;
and that is practically the only way in which
the state can express its will.

Many people, especially perhaps those who
are primarily interested in social improvement,
do not realize that government is human.